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Thesis  Statement:  Dissatisfaction  will  cause  one  to  come  to  the  Lord. 

A  STAR  IS  "REBORN”  /  fV]  / 

I  Xtic,  CZ*^  S**W-\*ZyO-  . 

Amidst  the  applause  of  ten  thousand  people  a  young  man,  toting  a  batter¬ 


ed  classical  guitar,  struts  across  a  dimly  lit  stage.  Manipulating  the  micro¬ 
phones,  he  carries  on  a  conversation  with  an  invisible  sound-man.  Satisfied 
with  his  P.A.  system,  the  cienim  clad  youth  begins.  Slowly  at  first,  and 


then  with  more  power, the  young  man  hammers  out  the  lyrics  of  a  song. 


I  was  born  and  raised  an  orphan 
in  a  land  that  once  was  free 

in  a  land  that  poured  its  love  out  on  the  moon. 

And  I  grew  up  in  the  shadows 

of  your  silos  filled  with  grain, 

but  you  never  helped  to  fill  my  empty  spoon... 


At  first  Larry  Norman  appears  to  be  just  like  any  other  rebellious  rock 

S 

star.  His  long  blond  hair,  and  his  seemingly  sndbish  style  make's  one  think 

f  £P  ? 

of  a  Mick  Jagger  or  a  John  jLenpn.  But  after  a  few  moments  of  listening  to 


him  one  is  convinced  that  Larry  has  someiying  else  going  for  him. 


5  '  *  *  i  /  Adj,  1-,1L 

In  the  course  of  his  solo  performance  Larry  gave  a  testimony  of  his  /  X.  J 
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faith.  He  also  challenged-  others  to  make  a  similar  decision.  ~  In  watching 
him  perform  I  was  drawn  to  wonder  what  caused  him,  an  artist  that  could  easily 


have  been  successful  in  the  "secular  scene,"  to  play  music  for  "the  Lord." 

It  has  been  my  experience  with  artists,  especially  musicians,  that  they 
are  very  sensitive  people.  They  are  very  much  aware  of  themselves,  if  not 
also  the  emotions  of  others.  Although  I  do  not  know  Larry  Norman  personally, 
his  music  portrays  him  as  being  concered  with  both  the  welfare  of  himself 


and  of  others. 
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Pardon  me, 

kissing  you  like  I'm  afraid. 

But  I  know  I'm  being  played  with, 

and  you'll  leave  me  if  you  get  the  chance... 

In  looking  at  others  it  is  often  that  one  first  sees  their  faults  and 
failures.  The  mistakes  of  the  world  have  preeminence  because  it  is  the  nature 
of  man  to  try  and  feel  superior  to  his  brothers,  and  to  do  so  he  must  un¬ 
cover  his  brothers’  faults.  So  the  artist,  being  sensitive  to  the  world's 
faults,  is  often  the  critic.  A  dilemma,  unfortunately,  comes  in  an  artist's 
life  when  he  realizes  that  he  is  subject  to  the  same  failures  that  his  brothers 
succumb  to. 

At  this  point  a  change  is  needed:  either  white-wash  and  justify  the 
world  (  and  therefore  himself),  or  improve  his  own,  if  not  the  world's, 
condition.  It  is  this  decision,  to  white-wash  or  to  improve  the  world,  that 


causes  a  man  like  Larry  Norman  to  hand  his  life  over  to  the  Lord. 


And  your  money  says"in  God  we  trust" 
but  it's  against  the  law  to  pray  is  school. 
You  say  we  beat  the  Russians  to  the  moon 
and  I  say  you  starved  your  children  to  do  it. 
You  say  all  men  are  equal 
all  men  axe  brothers, 

then  why  are  the  rich  more  equal  than  others. 
Don't  ask  me  for  the  answers 
I've  only  got  one: 
that  a  man  leaves  his  darkness 
when  he  follows  the  son. 

-the  Great  American  Novel  by 
Larry  Norman 
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